4/21/71 

Dear Paul, 

Thnaks for your letter of 4.17, the xtra favors of the zez*cxiag, the rstum of 
thoss things* I*d asked be returned, and the chart on xeroxing costs, which I’ve filed. 
That money produced more copies than I’d expected, so I nee no more now. 

I wa. tied last night before I went to be, bu if I didn't includs a copy of a long 
letter I wrote Alan Barth on a signed editorial article he did on the FBI, based on the 
Media raid and its. transgressions in the Coplon case, I wrote such, sent him a few samples, 
referred him to others, etc. This morning I'll phone others about the strange coincidence 
in this 1 aw-and-orde r administration of the recurrence of the name Joseph Tafs in the 
Harrisburg grand jury, which clearly is fishing to trouble waters, and that ain't the law, 
and a Joseph Tafe who was arrested on Bourbon St in 3/69 for impersonating an FBI agent 
to get free boose. Remarkable how tolerant that sould of generosity, Je. Sugar 
Ondispensible can be, especially if case and decency are not an issue. 

Garrison’d letter to Joesten in enclosed. It is my only copy. Right now I do not 
recall who loaned it to me, rather, gave it to me. There is to be further comment from 
that other paranoid, as I recall. Pathetic. Unfortunately, what y&u describe as 
Joesten* s misfortune, parenoai, is an understatement. He is also quite corrupt, alas. 

And even more irresponsible that his correspondent. 

I haven't seen the HXRew article on the FBI. Way back Bonner had been on the 
legal staff of the CIO, I think. He has done civil-liverty work and has taken 
controverisal cases and I think has written a book. 


Perhaps it is "potential" rather than "provisional". I do not know recall my source. 

Re FOI: In general I agree about the reluctance of judges to order release of FBI 
materials, even when covered by law, hence selection of spectro. That judge proves 
your point, he would not have produced a kleenex. But the law calls for it, and we 
will yet establish it. If you have too much to do, I guess it is best that you limit 
yourself in this area, but I wish others than Bud and I were doing this. SB’s is a joke, 
JN's a disaster. This mans pretty much one set of legal thinking is reflected. I do not 
consider mine "legal thinking" , even if I consider that the content of my papers has 
been good. I seem th have effected a chance in the assistant USAtty who is doing the 
work, for his name does not r.ppeal on Bud * 3 RFK suit response, and there has been 
nothing on mine since 2/15. 1 could push for hearing, but I've decided not to. 

I was given a dupe of an Anderson-CIA*Cuba clip, enclosed. There is a second I'll 
sned if sent me, because it may contain what was not included out there. 

lour reflection on your sail-interception memo makes sense. I do not think anyone 
can now get Boggs to react. I wrote him twice without answer, I may try to he in the 
House gallery when he speaks tomorrow. I don’t think he'll touch WC material or say 
other than that now that Hoover has grown old in such fine and dedicated publis ervice, 
the young whippersnappers are doing evil in his name. Efeen ’when Russel, a stronger 
eh a racter, was certain the FBI had "fooled" ^your word) them, he± was silent, except 
for telling me. I suggest that if you want to try, you re trict yourself to the 
Wash ^kinthly and IF Stone (he knows me and is really hung up on the JFK ass and Warren), 
fou can refer either to me. The Post is reluctant to go into -any of this, but there is 
much on the FBI they are doing and do plan. They have a policy, too, and the hell with 
fact. A major hangup is one you may not realize, about Bradlee. If you want, I'll 
repeat that, if you've forgotten. I had long dealings with him in i 960 and he chickened. 



x ax so discourage on Anderson. I wasted four hours there last week, with an appointment, 
and i want ahem to cany what they asked for and can help much, ho objection to tolling 
^oggc, if you thins it worth the time, but if you do, carbon use, in the event someone 
there does the simple arithmetic# 


I. *a glad you consider 
for a oing time. The high 


lief sshchim 


LxiOiiS as a turn— ofx poss. for 1 neve had this b 
. - L *te)nax regard xor him at the Post is part of the problem 

_ere, consider him incaole or wrong or error. At some point, when I resume writing 

if you have no objection, I'd like a set of all these few memos you refer to and your " 
evaluation, for its relevance to inquiry about 0 as an Agent you can see. Xou sent me, 
i .nuuc, one. There are many Sam Stems in DC, and several who arc "liberal” lawyers. If 
you have ao^aduree , I will, in time, see on this and then, nerhans. on te r the v°v 

when I can l also van to look AJ -— — " 


iiaams up. 


Do you suppose the CozuxsriLon v« s told the Ite file 


had in it what Kiev did 


Their behavior was strange, esp. Russell’s, considering his belief (or w 
tnat day?). You ar? right about the filed files containing wkt k;j rK,in> 


la 


want? 


was he not there 
what Kb: didn't. 


iV ° iii arguing tae cxexpeion. Bud and Jim see it my way, and I think American 

Jail also means that. 


rfatxaas is a friend of ::iii. . v/e have been friends for years. He was re-elected and 
5 ie Eor ? ii ' D8ra ^ ‘-epublicaa Senators, more so than his public record would 
indicate , . that being what gats him renominated to beginxrith. and re-elected in a basically 
conservative state whose parly' hierarchy is also conservative. He tried in many ways to 
nelp back in 196.5. (not ref in my letter to LIFE), even speaking to Manny Cellar, but he 
could get noplace so, with all he has to do, he just stays away from the subject. He would 
be unwilling to ask for this. I bright be able to ask him, but I doubt, considering Iris 
position, if this is the thing for which we should make an effort with him, esp. now. Let 
me suggest one possible explanation for withholding that Butler stuff, of acmy (one being 
that it was rubbish); Butler had been anrrinfonaant for the State MAC. I have reason to 
believe this, know people who reported his "liberal" activity to me, and in racial 
matters, too, when. he was then more to the right than his later pose. When Bud was still 
on the hill and friendly with Sourvine and getting tidbits, I got him to trv on this and 
he was refused. 

I think I've asked you to note anything than may in any way relate to LHO as an agent 
as you go over the released CDs. I have made a proposal on this and if it is accented* I'll 
.uricu — vh amuy legal tilings coinciding, and will not have time- to go 

over all tne Ohs. I stillawait my second set, which would mean going over them twice if I 
were to start now. I plan to keep one separately, as a file of the declassified so we can 
always check that, and so I can, and one by subject. I h a d ma.de arrangements for indexing 
tlie second, but I now Tear to depend upon that person# 

. d. h f' d xT ittGQ the “ udge 111 my old hc licopter-daiaase suit and asked him to set the case 
ior trial. It had the desired effect. I saw the assistant now assigned, an even more 
junior one, which is net encouraging, yesterday, and he has again premised to work toward 
an outWof-court settlement. I gave him some data and have a conference with him and the 
judge two weeks from Friday. We agreed to ask for a fall trial data, which pressures the 
government to work, And I’ve told him quite candidly he'll have .more work if he s-oes to 
court because I'll ask for everything I'm entitled to under discovery, and I' vs indicated 
a few. Just getting eShe flight logs and present crew locations cun be a career for him. 

It also requires much. time of me. And I've little. 

£est, 



